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We all know that Rev Richard Cobbold (1797-

1877) #106 in the tree, was economical with the
truth about Margaret Catchpole’s life in that he
dramatized it when subsequent study has shown
that none was necessary. A book entitled The
Romance of the Lyrebird by Alec H. Chisholme,

published in 1960, has been drawn to our

attention by our good friends in Australia, Robyn
and Penelope Sharpe and our library copy has just arrived fro

down under.

Chapter 7, The Catchpole-Cobbold Fantasy tells us that Richard
also hugely, and again quite unnecessarily, embellished his
description of this fine creature, two specimens of which Margaret

sent home to Richard’s mother, Elizabeth.

were presented to the Museum in Ipswich by Richard’s eldest
brother, Robert Knipe Cobbold (1792-1859) #100.

Ironically, without his enhancements the story might never have
achieved the notoriety which ensured its survival! An error of

judgement or inadvertent good marketing?
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Lyra, or Botany Bay Pheasant.

2: The one remaining Lyrebird in the |pSWiCh Museum THESE beautiful Birds were sent to the late Mrs. Cobbold of
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the Cliff, by Margaret Catchpole, a feméle servant who stole &
Coach Horse from the late J. Cobbold, Esq., and rode it up to
London in one night. She was in the act of selling the Horse in
prn, when she was taken. She was in man’s apparel. She was
tried at Bury in 1797, and received sentence of death, which sen=
tence, owing to the entreaties of the prosecutor, was changed to
seven years . transportation, but breaking out of goal, she was
afterwards transported for life.

Presented to this Musewm by R: K. Cobbold, Esq;
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