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WHAT WOULD FELIX THINK TODAY? September 2020

It is 125 years ago this year that Christchurch Mansion was given to the people of Ipswich by Felix Thornley
Cobbold (1841-1909) #201 on the web family tree. Over the years the Friends of Christchurch Park have done
much to enhance the Park for people’s enjoyment and, being a lively and highly active group, it will do still
more in the future. | was privileged to be invited to speak at the anniversary AGM but sadly under pandemic
rules the AGM was cancelled so | provided a little article instead which we reproduce for you here.

Somehow, | was persuaded to answer Ten Questions. To my dismay, as | am not much good at self-publicity,
these were recorded on the back page of the newsletter, Anthony.

Christchurch Mansion
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~alix died in 1909 ard in his will he left £20,000 to be used for buying art

{5

for Christechurch, In 2009 the Museum Service organised a trail around the
Mansion rooms which identified 100 warks of art which had been acquired
either in whole or in part from the Felix Cobbold legacy.

The Cobbaold's association with
Christeburch prebably started in
1832 wihern John Wikinson Cobbold's

ughter Kete, married the Reversnd

Charles William Fonnereau.

In accnrdznce with tradition they were married
at the Cobbeld's church, 5t Clemants. Kate
was an accomplished anist whose work was
eshibitad at the Gireat Exhigition of 1851, Her
parrait of ber husband hangs in the Mansion
ter s clay, [t was Kalie's grandsan, William
Muale Fonnesean wha inherisad the Mansion
ir: 1990 and had to put the whole estats wup for
sale 1 1892 and it was bought by a property
syrdicate in 1894 far housing.

Somne penpheral land {Bolton Lare and Park
Road) wes so'd off immediataly but there waz
great cancern in loswich at the potential loas
of this wonderful open space, so the proparty
synaicate offerac the wacle astate to the
Boraugh for £50,000.

This was & lot of morey and the Boraugh
decided to seak the coinon of the peapls,
bt they voted against the deal, This was
kthe mameart, in 18?5, when Felix Thamley
Coboold, wha was probably a member of
the syncicate, stepped m and oifered to buy
the Manzion and donate it, if the Borough
would buy e Park. for which the asking
oree was £15,000 Tha Barough agread anc

Christchurch Park and Mansizn beacame the
property of Ipswich with only the condition
that the main structure of the house be
preserved and that it be used as an A Gallery
o Musew,

The Borcugh's gratitude to Felix was shown
by his being mace Mayor for Quesn Victaria's
Jubiles yoar in 18967 despite his failing to
mieet the pror requrernent that tha Mayor

ba chosen trom the body of Aldermen. The
people's aporeciation was shown by their
subscription ta the Hon. Jobn Collier portrait
which hange in the Great Hall,

Falix died in T90% and in his will he left
£0,000 1o be used for buying art for
Christehurnch, In 2002 the Museurn Serce
argamsed a trail around the Mansion rooms
which idertified 100 works of art whish had
Boar acguired siher in whale or in part
fram tha Felix Cobbald legacy Tha Cobhbold
ramily invited guests and 100 glasses were
raised to toast Falix's generosity. More recently
the family has donated to the Arboretum a
Coast Redwooa (2014/15) and a Cut-Leaf
Beech (A115/ &)

Falias money was mace mainly from the
people of Suffolk in beewing and barking,
It searns wholly appropriate that it should
bee retu e whenoe it carme, in effect with
iterest, a5 the Park and Mansion are an
appraciating assat,

125™ Anniversary Article

2015 The Cobbold Family History Trust Page 3 of 4

Registered Charity No. 1144757
A company limited by quarantee, registered in England & Wales No. 7783492



Ten Questions ...
for Anthony Cobbold

1. What is your earliest memory of
the park?
A peep through the gates in 1979 when |

brought my elderly father on a nostalgic tour
of Suffolk.

2. What is your favourite part of the park?

The Mayors' Walk because it commemorates
@ family members (5 Cobbolds and 4 others)
who have served the Borough.

3. What park event is most memorable
to you?

The unveiling of Felix Cobbold’s blue plaque
on the Reg Driver Centre, 8th April, 2011.

4, What is the biggest challenge you feel
the park has faced in the past?

Development and neglect.

5. And what challenges do you see the park
— or parks in general - facing in the future?

Lack of necessary funding due to misallocation
of resources by Government.

6. What do you think Felix Cobbold would
think of the park today?

He would be absolutely delighted.
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Follow us on:

@ChristchurchParklpswich

7. What is your favourite film?

Tawny Pipit, 1944! Aged 9, | loved it so much
| saw it three times round for 6d (as one could
in those days). A beguiling wartime romance
centred around a rare pair of nesting Tawny
Pipits. Sheer English delight!

8. If you could meet anyone in the world -
dead or alive - who would it be?

‘Big John" Cobbold (1746-1835), 3rd
generation brewer and Felix’s great
grandfather who had 22 children!

9. If you could change one thing in the park
what would it be?

Parking.

Fd ¥

10. What three words best describe

yourself?

Obsessed Family Historian.

O @ChristchurchPk

10 Questions
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